EDITORIAL

Michael
Grosspietsch
LLM, MA, MSc, PhD

Executive Director, Global

Engagement Institute
michael@global-engagement.org

Reducing newborn mortality
through people—centred capacity

development

On 25 September 2015, the 193 member
countries of the United Nations (UN) General
Assembly adopted the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). These 17 goals and 169 targets cover
a broad range of sustainable development issues.
They range from ending poverty and hunger to
improving health and education, achieving gender
equality, making cities more sustainable,
combating climate change, protecting oceans and
forests, or creating justice for all.

The SDGs succeed the Millennium

providers conducting birth in health facilities have
adequate skills and equipment. This makes the
development of workforce capacity of those
rendering newborn care a top priority.

It is in this regard that the Council of
International Neonatal Nurses (COINN) and the
Global Engagement Institute (GEI) have recently
launched the initiative Engage for Healthy
Newborns (EHN).* As a recognised global leader in
neonatal nursing care, COINN has an extensive
history in promoting evidence-based practice and

GLOBAL i
7 Zp S i)evelop.ment Goals (MDGs) .tha.t guided providing.e.ducational resources and research
f( ™ i" international development thinking for the past 15  opportunities. Its activities are benefiting many
.~ .- ’ years. While their general legacy is a mixed one, parts of the world that normally do not have access
e they clearly delivered many encouraging results. to this level of specialised professional leadership
Among them, both child and maternal mortality and guidance. This experience connects well with
have halved since the 1990 baseline. Likewise, the GED’s expertise in facilitating large-scale people-
average annual child mortality reduction rate has centred capacity development programmes in
more than doubled in the past 10 years compared ~ Africa and Asia.
with the previous decade.! EHN responds to targeted capacity development
When looking at the numbers in more detail requests of institutional partners such as health
though, it becomes obvious that progress for one ministries in selected host countries. Instead of
particular area of child mortality was much slower  sending consultants and international
than for the rest: newborn mortality and stillbirths. ~ development professionals, however, it works
In 2015, there are still about 2.7 million annual through delegations of qualified international and
neonatal deaths, now accounting for no less than regional volunteers who join forces with local
459% of all under-five mortality.” Added to this, colleagues. These teams pursue a train-the-trainer
more than 2.6 million third trimester stillbirths model, are certified in relevant training modules
occur globally each year.’ The World Health for neonatal resuscitation and essential care, and
Organization (WHO) estimates that more than gain immediate first-hand teaching experience.
80% of these deaths result from three preventable =~ Moving far beyond the mere transfer of skills, this
and treatable conditions — complications due to concept further increases professional motivation,
prematurity, intrapartum-related deaths and self-awareness, assertiveness and confidence of all
neonatal infections.* But while cost-effective involved. It also creates international professional
evidence-based interventions exist, their coverage networks and friendships that are vital for
especially in low- and middle-income countries educational and professional advancement.
continues to be very low.” As a result, observers The training modules are derived from the
have started to call interventions in newborn Helping Babies Survive programme that was
health “surely one of the best investments in health  developed by the Global Development Alliance
and also human rights spearheaded by the American Academy of
Addressing this unfinished MDG child survival ~ Pediatrics. Its most well-known module, Helping
agenda, the new overarching health goal SDG3 Babies Breathe (HBB), features among WHO’s
includes a clear reference and call for action as its recommended training curricula and was recently
second target: “By 2030, end preventable deaths of  listed as one of ten transformative breakthrough
newborns and children under five years of age, innovations in global health for recommended
with all countries aiming to reduce neonatal further scale-up in a report presented by Secretary-
mortality to at least as low as 12 per 1,000 live General of the UN, Ban Ki-moon, to the UN
births and under-five mortality to at least as low as  General Assembly.” HBB’s positive impact on
25 per 1,000 live births”” An essential challenge in ~ lowering early neonatal mortality and stillbirth
many low- and middle-income countries, rates is increasingly understood. A large study
especially in Africa and Asia, is that only few health  involving eight Tanzanian hospitals with 78,500
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births over 3.5 years, for example, has
demonstrated an extensive reduction in
early neonatal mortality by 47%.

Attention on people-centred capacity
development approaches is growing. While
international development colleagues still
regularly find it hard to take the work of
professional volunteers seriously, the spirit
of the SDGs speaks a different language.
Key reports highlight the increasing
importance of purpose-driven multi-
stakeholder partnerships as well as of peer
learning and the sharing of knowledge,
experience and technology."

In the words of the UN’s High-Level
Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015
Development Agenda: “We envision a
world in 2030 where a renewed global
partnership... has transformed the
world through a universal, people-centred
and planet-sensitive development agenda
achieved with the shared commitment
and accountability of all.”"" It is this spirit
that COINN and GEI seek to promote
through EHN.

EHN warmly invites professionals and
students in nursing, midwifery,
neonatology and paediatrics to join its
global effort in reducing newborn
mortality. Individuals can participate in
international volunteer delegations that
travel to countries such as Rwanda or
Vietnam to engage with local colleagues in
peer learning and the sharing of
knowledge, experience and technology.
More generally, EHN fosters the
development of international professional
networks and friendships. Organisations
and institutions are also welcome to join
the growing multi-stakeholder partnership;
please get in touch to explore opportunities
for involvement.

References

1. Lawn J.E,, Blencowe H., Oza S. et al. Progress,
priorities, and potential beyond survival. Lancet
2014;384:189-205.

2. UNICEF. Levels & Trends in Child Mortality. New York:
United Nations Children’s Fund. 2015.

3. Cousens S., Blencowe H., Stanton C. et al. National,
regional, and worldwide estimates of stillbirth rates
in 2009 with trends since 1995: a systematic

EDITORIAL

analysis. Lancet 2014;377:1319-30.

4. WHO. Every Newborn: an Action Plan to End
Preventable Deaths. Geneva: World Health
Organization. 2014.

5. Mason E., McDougall L., Lawn J.E. et al. From
evidence to action to deliver a healthy start for the
next generation. Lancet 2014;384:455-67.

6. Bhutta Z.A., Das J.K., BahlR. et al. Can available
interventions end preventable deaths in mothers,
newborn babies, and stillbirths, and at what cost?
Lancet 2014;384:347-70.

7. United Nations. Sustainable Development Goals.
[Online]. Available from:
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics
[Accessed 14 October 2015].

8. Council of International Neonatal Nurses, Global
Engagement Institute. Engage for Healthy
Newborns. [Online]. Available from:
www.engage4healthy newborns.org [Accessed 14
October 2015].

9. HBB Global Development Alliance. Helping Babies
Breathe: Lessons Learned Guiding the Way Forward.
Elk Grove Village: American Academy of Pediatrics.
2015.

10. United Nations. A Renewed Global Partnership for
Development. UN System Task Team on the Post-
2015 UN Development Agenda. New York: United
Nations. 2013.

11. United Nations. A New Global Partnership: Eradicate
Poverty and Transform Economies Through Sustain-
able Development. New York: United Nations. 2013.

You are invited to

Infant journal supports neonatal
and paediatric nursing and
medical practice and develops
professional education and
health promotion skills.

The journal contains peer-
reviewed practical and clinical
articles covering all aspects of
caring for premature babies and
critically ill infants.

contribute to Infant journal

Xeneoy
135 2 ey
Meonatal e (_""“ Protective

haln',‘,,h\_ Teatmeny j,,

1 abstinence syndrome: the role
ecding

I Review articles

I Original research
I Education

B Clinical practice I Editorials
I Reports

I Management

To discuss your ideas or submit an article email lisa@infantgrapevine.co.uk
See our guide for authors at www.infantgrapevine.co.uk/writing.html

I Audits and surveys

I Conference reports

I Clinical case studies

I Updates in practice

I Parental support

I Advances in practice
I Research studies

I Guidelines

I Service development
I Quality improvement

I Patient safety

infant VOLUME 11 ISSUE 6 2015

183




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on '[High Quality Print]'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        8.503940
        8.503940
        8.503940
        8.503940
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


